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Welcome to ’10 Villages – A Wise Man’s Journey’. 
  
I can honestly say that not a single day goes by 
without someone or something teaching me a 
lesson. These learning experiences can be blunt 
tools with profound messages or as subtle and 
fleeting as a summer breeze. 
 
It doesn’t matter in what form these life lessons are 
presented – I’m grateful for them. It seems that an 
old dog can be taught new tricks! 
 
The creation of the Ten Villages was slowly formed 
from my interest in Eastern philosophy and the life 
lessons I’ve gleaned over the years. 
 
In many cultures, there is a tradition of men and 
woman undertaking spiritual quests to uncover 
truths, share knowledge and gain personal insight.  
 
One has no further to look for such examples in 
Aboriginal culture (Walkabouts) and Buddhist 
Monks meditating to seek enlightenment. 
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My hope is that within this small volume, you find 
insights to add to your philosophical musings and 
meanderings. But above all, I hope you enjoy these 
tiny tales.   
 
Whatever has brought you to read Ten Villages, I 
sincerely hope you enjoy it. 
 

Steve 
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HERE IS THE STIFF COLLAR BIT 
 
The moral rights of the author have been asserted. 
That would be me - © Steve Richardson, 2022. 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be 
reproduced by any mechanical, photographic or 
electronic process, or in the form of a 
phonographic recording nor may be stored in a 
retrieval system, transmitted or otherwise be 
copied for public or private use, other than for ‘fair 
use’ as brief quotations embodied in articles and 
reviews, without prior written permission of the 
publisher. 
 
Although every precaution has been taken in the 
preparation of this book, the publisher and author 
assume no responsibility for errors or omissions. 
Neither is any liability assumed for damages 
resulting from the use of information contained 
herein.  
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THE VILLAGES 

 
1 Anger 
2 The Present 
3 Patience 
4 Greed 
5 Loneliness 
6 Betrayal 
7 Grief 
8 Love 
9 Death 
10 Humility 
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In The Beginning 

In a distant land lived a wise teacher. A man of few 

words, but those who took his counsel believed his 
wisdom, ancient, and from a higher source. One 
night, in a dream, a voice told the teacher to visit ten 
villages.  

 
“In each village, the ethereal voice whispered, 
someone needing wisdom will find you.” 
 
That morning, without fanfare or report, he 
gathered a few meagre belongings and started his 
journey towards the first village. 
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1 – The Goatherd 
The following morning, as the sun rose above the 

horizon, the teacher sat by the well of the first the 
village.  
 
Along one of the narrow streets leading to the well, 
a man herding goats through the village, was 
muttering and cursing to himself. His face contorted 
in anger and irritation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“You appear vexed,” suggested the teacher. 
 
“I am, said the man. My neighbour angers me. I hate 
him and the ground he walks on.” 
 
“And yet, the teacher replies, you bring him to 
work.”  
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2 - The Olive Tree 
 

Under the shade of an 

olive tree, the teacher 
enjoyed a respite from 
the sun’s 
uncompromising heat.  
 
A woman walking by the tree asks if she can share 
the tree’s shade. The teacher nods and says, “Of 
course.” 
 
In the woman’s hands, she agitates a string of 
beads.  Round and round, she recycles the beads 
while staring at the barren, dusty ground.  She lifts 
her head and turns to the teacher. 
 
“Sir, I worry and fear every day, what the future will 
bring.” 
 
“It is a blessing then, that here you sit in the 
present. Remain in the present because it is here, 
that you will find peace.” 
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3 - The Fisherman 
Meandering along 

the shoreline of a 
green-blue sea, the 
teacher makes his 
way to a fishing 
village.  
 
On the beach, a 

fisherman, recognising the teacher, approaches him 
and exclaims, “This is an honour that you choose to 
visit our village. You are most welcome!”  
 
“You are most kind,” replies the teacher with a 
smile. 
 
Uninvited, the man begins to walk in tandem with the 
teacher. After a few moments, the man breaks the 
silence and asks, “Sir, can I ask how I can learn to 
be more patient?” 
 
Time passes and, believing the teacher has not 
heard him, he repeats, “Sir, how can I be more 
patient?” 
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More time passes.  
 
Exasperated, the man exclaims, “Teacher, I have 
asked you thrice to teach me to be more patient 
and still you have said nothing!” 
 
“Even so, the teacher replies, you have yet to thank 
me.” 
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4 - The Merchantman 
 

Sat on a hilltop, 

overlooking a village 
famous for its trade in 
spices and silks, the 
teacher closes his eyes 
and meditates.  
 
On the last out breath of 
his meditation, the teacher 
opens his eyes. In front of 
him, standing quietly and at 
a respectful distance, is a wealthy merchantman. 
 
“Teacher, I am rich. I own many possessions and 
have many servants and yet, I feel dissatisfied. What 
is it that will finally fulfil me and bring me peace?” 
 
“Nothing,” whispers the healer. 
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5 - The Orange Seller 

 

Within the heart of a verdant valley, sits a village.  

On its outskirts, on the road leading to the village, a 
woman sells oranges from a wooden cart. 

 
“An orange, please,” 
requests the teacher. 
 
“Of course, sir. Please take 
one as a gift. All have heard 
of you and your journey 
through the villages of our 
land.” 

 
“You are very generous, thank you, said the 
teacher.” 
 
Looking anguished, the woman says, “Sir, I feel so 
alone.” 
 
“As you say. You are alone,” he replies. 
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6 - The Shepherd 
 

Walking through a narrow-cobbled lane in a quiet 

village, a small flock of bleating sheep surround the 
teacher and halt his progress.  
 
The shepherd, agitated and red 
faced, urges the sheep forward 
with his crook and shouts "Get on, 
sheep – get on!"  
 
When the shepherd sees the 
teacher, he comes to a halt. 
 
“Teacher, forgive my ill-mannered flock. My mind is 
in turmoil and while distracted, I stupidly left the 
pen open and they escaped.  You see, yesterday 
my best friend of many years cruelly betrayed me.” 
 
"What a blessing, now the betrayal is over. How 
happy you must be, now that forgiveness can 
begin," said the teacher.  
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7 – The Widow 

Passing through a village late one evening, the 

teacher caught sight of a woman sat on her 
doorstep.  
 
The woman’s arms wrapped tightly around her legs, 
and the occasional movement of her shoulders 
testified to her weeping silently.  
 
“You are awake late sister, and I see you so very 
sad.” 
  
She looks up, the full moon giving her tear-stained 
face an amber hue. 
 
“I cannot sleep because I mourn for my husband. He 
died last month.” 
 
“Dry your tears and be at peace, daughter. He is no 
further away than a heartbeat and a memory.” 
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8 - The Loner 
 

Outside a village, the 

teacher, tired from 
walking, rests by a 
natural spring.  
 
He watches a woman 
leading a donkey to 
the spring, so that it 
might drink.  

 
After the donkey quenches his thirst, the woman 
ties him to the tree and walks to where the teacher 
sits.  
 
“I do not mean to disturb you, master, but I have a 
constant worry that makes me sad. My problem is 
that I cannot find love.” 
 
“You seek something you already possess, replies 
the teacher.” 
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9 - The Weaver 
The healer enters a village known for the fine silk 

carpets its women weave. Outside the front of each 
house, sitting on two brightly coloured 
poles, are awnings protecting the women 
from the sun.   
 
Throughout the day, the women chatter 
and weave their wondrous patterns into 
the carpets. Every carpet unique. 
 
The teacher strolls through the village, admiring the 
handiwork and ingenuity of each weaver. One 
woman stops working. “Sir, I know you,” whispers 
the woman. Her voice as quiet as the silk she 
weaves.  
 
“I spend hours at the loom and my mind turns 
always to one thought. I fear dying, teacher.” 
“It is not death you should fear sister. Better to 
fear not living fully in the now.  
 
Fill it with love, laughter and learning.” 
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10 - The Child 
Early one morning, the teacher reaches the smallest 
of all the villages, and sits on a small stone wall.  The 
sun rises steadily in the sky, but not a soul stirs in 
the village.  
 
By mid-morning, a couple of villagers appear but 
scurry across the village, avoiding eye contact with 
the teacher. 
 
“Perhaps, the teacher 
thought, I misheard in my 
dream. This is the last 
village but no one is 
crossing my path. I shall 
tarry a little longer, but it 
seems nobody wishes to 
speak to me.” 
 
A little later, a child 
surprises him by walking 
directly towards where he sits. Her 
hand, no bigger than a teapot lid, clamps onto one 
of his fingers. 
 



 

 18 

TEN VILLAGES – A Wise Man’s Journey 
 
 “Come sit in the shade near the well. You can drink 
some water if you want to.” 
 
The teacher follows his little guide, smiling as he 
does. Under the shade of the Cedar tree, the 
teacher props his back against its trunk and looks 
at the child. 
 
“Where are all the villagers?” he asks? 
 
“Hiding. Everyone says God walks with you. They 
are scared.” 
 
“But he walks with everyone,” replies the teacher, 
smiling. 
 
“I know, replies the child with a shrug of her 
shoulders. That’s why I’m not scared. You’re just a 
man.” 
 
The girl reaches into a small pocket on the front of 
her dress. She retrieves a flower. The yellow petals 
of the daisy glimmer gold in the sunlight. She 
presents the little flower to the teacher. 
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“See. God made the flowers.” Her emerald green 
eyes shine with pride - her smile as glorious as the 
gift of gold. I carry Him everywhere. A new God 
every day. 
 
“But if I take your flower, you will be without God.” 
 
“It’s okay. Everyone knows the Great Spirit is 
everywhere. So, wherever I am – He is. And anyway, 
there are plenty of flowers.” 
 
Dumbfounded at the child’s wisdom, the teacher 
says goodbye to the little girl and leaves the village.  
 
Turning north, he begins his journey home. A smile 
crosses his face, that quickly turns into a laugh, and 
finally, tears of gratitude.   
 
His heart, is as full as he can ever remember and the 
words of his dream filter into his felicity. “In each 
village, someone who needs wisdom will find you.” 
 


